TESTING   COMMERCIAL   ZINC   WHITES                      65
that is to say, the priming coat, when the first coat of
white is applied, so as to show the nature and the value
of the foundation tint, the function of which is to cover ;
then in the condition of the first coat, when the painter
passes on to the second coat ; finally, in the condition of
the second coat, when the painter passes on to the third
coat, thus gradually descending the painted surface.
The latter will then show vertical spaces, showing bands
of paint In successive layers, in horizontal lines, at
different levels. In this way we can readily see the
exact appearance assumed by the paints tested, as they
are laid on one above another, thus enabling their
general properties to be assessed, and in time their
special properties. If it be desired to proceed to more
searching tests still, on the subject of covering power of
the pigments to be tested, a large strip is painted on the
priming coat, which in this case may be kept less dark
in tone. This strip is a well-fed tone of dark green or
deep brown-red ; then above these bands, of the same well-
fed tone, the three successive coats are applied over the
whole width of the division, as already described. We
can then assess with absolute safety the covering power
of each white tested, as well as its degree of whiteness.
Its covering capacity will be seen in the first, second,
and third coats ; and it may be remarked that the pig-
ment which appears to cover best in the beginning is
not always the one which covers best in the end.
Again, differences may be found in the uniformity of the
covering power of each product. Remarks which are
all a little surprising but very real, and which prove how
necessary it is to make repeated observations, to ascertain,
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